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Somaliland: Time for African Union Leadership

The dispute between Somaliland and Somalia will become an ever-increasing source of friction,
and possibly violence, unless the African Union (AU) engages in preventive diplomacy. The self-
declared Republic of Somaliland is marking fifteen years since it proclaimed independence from
Somalia, and if Somalia’s Transitional Federal Government (TFG) expands its authority across
the shattered country, the dispute over Somaliland’s status is likely to become an ever-increasing
source of friction. The AU should appoint a Special Envoy to consult with all relevant parties and
report on the legal, security and political dimensions of the dispute and offer options for solutions
within six months. Its Peace and Security Council should organise an informal consultation round
with eminent scholars, political analysts and legal experts. Pending final resolution of the dispute,
Somaliland should be granted interim observer status at the AU.
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